o, :
If this woman lived in a developing country, she would
have had fewer sexual partiers bul nwore onsale sex

Let’s talk about sex

%% Gt rid ef your preconceptinns. Marned people da it
A4 e than feenagens, peoplc anet losing i
wirginily eailigr, and promisoity isn't linked to sexually
transmitted diseases, These ane just & few af the
surprising findings to come gul of the first global siody
b probe decp ialo mankind's sexual behaviou.

Researchers fram e Lendan Schonl at 1egiene and
Trapical Medicing have been anafysing £31a an-candom
use, ey 2l fivsl serual intbeomse and nurmber of sexval
P Ltz Tan people o 59 countries aver the last
decade. They taund that multiple parinerships are mare
carnmnen i develaped nations, 1ather thanin develaping
wountries that have @ high incidence of HIY g1 sequally
transmitied irfeclions. This suggests that paverty and
qender inenuality Atk mars important oo causing sexuzl
health pratdems than premisoaily.

Molessm Kaye Wellings, who cooauthared the
raseanch, told Bat Foous: “slthogh the number
ot multiple partnarshios was hgher in indusliialised
counbiies, caidomm use was aisa higher, which
aftset things.”

ns well 75 dispelling poplar mths, See study will
help e shape pelicies gimed 4t inpaving szxual

Renlth around the world.
Ficto v Belim . ac. uk

» The month in science

Stay up to date with our hand‘.-r digest of the
NEURQSCIENCE

1 SCIENTISTS IN MEMORY SHOCKER?
1tapping your hrain with slertricity while you sloep impraves
yoar memary, Researchars at the Universily af Libeck in
Geinany seked sludenls te memarisz a list of words befara
sleeping. Mare wards were recallad atter same lght
electrical stimulation, Scientists Beink eheclical cuerzms

| i enhane natwal fletuations Getween brain cells.

|tz sl cam Ay g e

BIOLOGY

» PROTEINS: INTO THE FOLD
selentists coukd gain insights Lo disordens like Aldheimer's and Parkinsan's by
mapping the way preieins transform from a chain ai amina acsds into
threr-dimensinnal structures. A new camputer medel develaped al Harvard
Unibwersity can, for the first time, predict low & protein will ‘fold”. The research
Ias implications fo neaiodeyeneiative disarders caused by mistalded prateins.

| mww s s harymmladu igrette

PALAEONTOLOGY

 HUMANS AND NEANDERTHALS, SITTING IN A TREE...

features. Resaarchers frem

Washirglan University belioee

a camnplex interbreeding

pattern occrred as

humans spread acrnas

Curepe soma 35,000
Years au.

| It pe ¢ w2 - P et du |
|

Frsssils Fuwnt inn Remania in
1952 support thaaries that
humans and Neanderthals ?

interbied. Mow analysis
and radictarbon dating
shaw the 30,000-year-old
banos had a mix of :

SPACE ;
¥ ROCKET TAKES SHAPE I |

thinese enginsars are husy astranatts will carry ot China's
canstiucting the country’s mex first ewer space-walk. inliuznced [
spavedralt. Shenghou 7 s scheculed by Russian Soyuz spacessadt,

tar lkunch in 2004, whan thraa Shenzhnn 7 will inchude 8 pressure
cabin whene astionauls pepaie
beture heading autsidz.

E | it Aimpuar.com skt
GENETICS
" FIGHTING FLU

Resiearclwers aie closing in on Uk
reasans that Hu kills some people and
not athers, Scientists at Southen 1Hinois

Univirsily ane isves ligalieg fimmeese

reactians in the lungs of mice that have
rantracted ditterent strains of influeaza. 1f they
tan track down the genes responsible for the strength
of the eaction, dectors may be able to develop anti-viral
madicings for strains like HaR1
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